
 
MIDDLE TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION         
MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 21, 2011 

 
 Meeting called to order at 6:32 PM by Steve Atzert. 
 
Reading of Open Public Meetings Act Statement by Chairman: 
I hereby declare that notice has been given to the Herald Times and posted on the bulletin board of the Middle 
Township Municipal Building, stating the time and place of the following meeting, as required in P.L. 1975, 
Chapter 231 of the State of New Jersey. (Sunshine Law). 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
MEMBERS:   Steve Atzert, Gary Farrow, Rachel Reed, Jim Amenhauser,  Lillian Armstrong, Liz Terenik, Jeff 
Schafer, Dawn Stimmel 
 
ABSENT:  Steve Russell, Christine Kobielnik, Vilma Pombo 
 
GUEST:  Jessica Daher, American Littoral Society 
 

 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: 
Approval of Minutes – August 17, 2011 
On motion by:  Jim Amenhauser   Seconded by:  Lillian Armstrong    
 Minutes were approved. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED: 

• Drafting a Green Ordinance:  Case Study 

         State of the Pinelands 2011 Annual Report 
 

Jessica Daher, Conservation Coordinator for the Delaware Bayshore Program of the American Littoral Society 
spoke on Open Space and the fact that Cape May County has never applied for the Green Acres Grant Program.  
She handed out a Sample Resolution, which she would like Township Committee to pass.  They are trying to get 
every Township in Cape May County to get on board with this Resolution.  She explained that if the County does 
not apply now, they will not be able to apply until 2014.  (See attached documentation from Jessica).   
 
 SUSTAINABLE NEW JERSEY REPORT-LIZ TERENIK  

Liz gave an update on the Environmental Assessment Ordinance, which had been submitted under the 
1st round for Visioning.  She said the Ordinance went up for its first reading on September 19th and the 
2nd reading and public hearing will be at the 2nd meeting in October.  She said the Ordinance is 
progressive, but not forceful.  The goals need to be adopted by the Green Team via a Resolution.  (See 
attached Master Plan Goals and Objectives) ATTACHMENT “B” 
 
The Green Team adopted the Master Plan Goals and Objectives identified in the Master Plan as a result 
of the Visioning Section.  Lillian Armstrong made the motion; 2nd by Jim Amenhauser and passed 
unanimously by all. 
 

       OLD BUSINESS: 

 Community Clean Up Day is Saturday, October 29th, 2011 with a rain date of November 5th, 2011.  There 
are 11 or 12 locations on the list of places to do.  Plan on doing areas from DelHaven to CMCH.    Steve 
Russell will provide gloves; Drew from public works will provide trash bags, vests and dumpsters; David 
May will provide maps;  businesses will provide water.  There will be 1 adult for every child and 10 
people to a group.  Registration on the day of the cleanup will be done by EC members and will be from 
8:00 to 8:30 AM at the MLK Center.  If people want to register early, they can contact Steve Atzert or 
Vilma Pombo at the numbers listed on the flyer.  Trying to get coffee, donuts and lunch provided for the 



volunteers.  Liz will be doing a press release and talk to Jill about getting it published.  Talked about 
doing a thank you ad in the paper thanking the donors who donated for the Clean Up Day. 

 Grounds and Maintenance Policy – Steve Atzert said he would like to use Linwood’s policy as a sample.  
He also said that Andrew is concerned about pricing differences in what is being used now on our fields 
as opposed to using all natural products in the future. 

 Lights on Bike Path – Jeff Schafer questioned if we could accept donations from private companies to 
put solar lights on the bike path.  Liz said she would speak with Jim Pickering and Vince Orlando about 
that, but that we should really have a project meeting first. 

 Goshen Sports Complex - Gary Farrow said he has 2 electricians that are willing to donate their labor to 
put motion sensors lights on the storage buildings at the Goshen Complex. 

     
NEW BUSINESS: 
 None 

 
  COMMENTS: 

 Steve Atzert stated he thought the wind turbine on preserved farmland was a bad idea, that they should 
be put on your own property. 

 Lillian Armstrong said Vilma has a table at the Harvest Fest. 
 
Meeting adjourned 7:55 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
  



  



 
  



 



 
 



 
 



 
 

  



 

  



 



 



 
 



 



 



 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



  



 



 



 



EXHIBIT “B” 
Middle Township 

MASTER PLAN GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 

The following are the policy goals and objectives which support the Master Plan efforts. These goals and 
objectives update Township Master Plan goals and policy statements as set forth in the 2003 Master Plan 
to reflect the new direction toward Centers based development and to further protect lands in the 
Environs outside of the Centers.  
 
Overall Goals  
Improve quality of life through sound land use planning.  
Provide for sustainable development.  
Balance development with the necessary infrastructure and land to support growth.  
Promote smart development and redevelopment in Centers.  
Protect environmentally sensitive lands and farmlands with appropriate development techniques.  
Identify transportation improvements to support planned growth.  
Support existing businesses and new initiatives to expand economic opportunities.  
 
Land Use - Promote a balanced land use pattern compatible with the natural environment.  
Maintain the character and integrity of each community within the Township.  
Promote a balanced variety of residential, commercial, light industrial, recreational, public and 
conservation land uses.  
Maintain the residential character and scale of established residential neighborhoods though 
appropriate design standards reflecting specific area qualities.  
Identify creative development techniques to minimize impact of new development.  
Encourage redevelopment within Township Centers that supports higher density mixed-uses.  
Encourage mixed-use development including residential and commercial uses within the Center core 
areas.  
Promote conservation and preservation of sensitive lands outside of the Centers at a lower density 
through open space residential cluster and density transfer of non-contiguous parcels.  
Ensure that negative impacts of commercial and industrial development are addressed through 
appropriate performance standards to minimize residential impacts.  
Encourage sustainable development patterns.  
 
Economy - Promote a balanced diverse and strong economic tax base.  
Promote the diversification and expansion of the local economy through appropriate development 
and redevelopment techniques.  
Provide for a diverse and balanced community with a mix of commercial and residential land uses 
which are guided into compact Centers.  
Promote design controls to support high quality commercial development.  
Update sign standards that promote safety while discouraging sign proliferation.  
Work with the business community to support and sustain a year-round economy through 
appropriate marketing efforts.  
Support existing coastal development and the water-based recreation industry as a component of the 
Township’s economy.  
Explore alternative land use options outside of the Township's Centers to protect land use values.  
 
Environment - Preserve the unique natural resources and habitat that are an integral aspect of the 
Township’s quality of life.  
Provide environmental protection regulations to ensure protection of critical resources.  



Protect the quality of the environment such as groundwater resources and wetlands and encourage 
cooperation with organizations that promote the same.  
Encourage the conservation of the area’s natural resources including water supply and open spaces.  
Protect critical environmental resources by limiting development in these areas and using creative 
zoning options to support cluster and density transfer to the Township Centers.  
Establish controls to limit disturbance of critical resources during land development.  
Provide measures to retain and preserve existing natural vegetation during new construction.  
Identify and prioritize farmlands as an important component of the Township’s economy and develop 
appropriate mechanisms to retain these lands.  
Pursue state and federal funding for protection of open space and natural resources.  
Encourage renewable energy systems and energy conservation measures.  
 
Infrastructure - Provide adequate infrastructure to promote sustainable development within the 
Centers.  
Promote adequate infrastructure and public services to enable development in the Centers.  
Maintain adequate public services for the projected growth of the Township.  
Develop and maintain adequate services to meet the transportation, economic and social needs of 
senior citizens and low/moderate income families.  
Promote ‘green development’ and identify appropriate regulations to encourage use of sustainable 
building construction and materials and design.  
Minimize storm water runoff impacts by encouraging the use of best management practices and 
protection of natural drainage systems.  
Encourage conservation practices to reduce use of resources and to promote recycling.  
Encourage the modernization of existing facilities and infrastructure.  
 
Housing  - Provide housing to meet the needs of current and future Township residents by 
providing a full range of housing opportunities for all income levels and housing needs.  
Encourage and provide opportunities for market-based affordable housing options.  
Support housing rehabilitation activities to maintain housing stock and housing affordability.  
Provide senior housing opportunities at all ability levels including independent living, assisted 
housing, congregate care, and nursing care.  
Provide for higher density housing within mixed-use structures that will encourage vibrant active 
Town Centers.  
Encourage innovative development options to cluster or transfer residential development to the 
Centers.  
Encourage affordable housing close to the job centers.  
 
Transportation -Provide a transportation network that is safe, provides efficient traffic flow, 
pedestrian and bicyclist-friendly, and multimodal.  
Provide the opportunity for the improvement of the highways and alternative transportation 
networks (i.e. bicycle and pedestrian facilitates) to provide safe and efficient access through the region.  
Encourage public transportation  
Promote expansion of transit services (rail, bus, and jitney).  
Promote summer shuttle bus services to support summer visitors and reduce congestion through 
coordination with the County and other municipalities.  
Encourage campground, hotel and motel owners to work with the Township and County to develop 
alternative transportation programs such as shuttle operations to service visitors and to reduce summer 
vehicular traffic activity.  
Encourage the elimination of at-grade crossings on the Garden State Parkway.  
Evaluate the creation of Transportation Development Districts (TD Districts) to support needed 
transportation improvements.  



Promote bicycle facilities for commuting and recreational use in coordination with other 
transportation modes and regional and state facilities.  
Update design standards to support bicycle, pedestrian and transit facilities within the Centers to 
provide connectivity between neighborhoods and to services.  
Update regulations to provide consistency with State Access Management Code.  
 
Historic, Cultural and Aesthetic Resources  -Preserve the unique historic and cultural resources of 
the Township that provide historical continuity.  
 
Preserve and enhance the historic and cultural and recreational aspects and visual environment of the 
Township.  
Promote design guidelines to preserve the Township’s unique historic structures and districts.  
Identify and protect scenic local and county roadways with appropriate setback and buffer 
requirements and vegetation preservation measures.  
Provide for open space buffers to protect adjacent land uses from the negative impacts of traffic along 
rural roadways and to protect the scenic appearance of these corridors.  
 
Recreation  
Provide both active and passive recreation facilities and programs to serve Township residents.  
 
Plan for and provide active recreational facilities and programs that meet the needs of current 
Township residents.  
Identify and plan for future recreation needs consistent with forecasted growth.  
 
  



 



TOWNSHIP OF MIDDLE 

COUNTY OF CAPE MAY 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

RESOLUTION 

 

                                    Date:  September 21, 2011 

 

SUBJECT:  SUPPORTING MIDDLE TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN AND OBJECTIVES BY MIDDLE 

TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION GREEN TEAM 

 

INTRODUCED BY:  Lillian Armstrong 

SECONDED BY:  Jim Amenhauser 

VOTE-AYE:  Steve Atzert, Gary Farrow, Rachel Reed, Jeff Schafer, Dawn Stimmel 

            NAY:  None 

 

WHEREAS, the Middle Township Environmental Commission Green Team supports the Goals and Objectives 

of Middle Township’s Master Plan as a result of the Visioning Section;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this resolution is hereby passed by majority vote. 

 

 

 

Witness my hand and seal of 

the Township of Middle, this 

21st day of September, 2011 

 

 

______________________________ 

Dawn Stimmel, Secretary 
 
 
 

 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 


