
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MIDDLE TOWNSHIP ANIMAL ADVISORY BOARD 

MINUTES OF AUGUST 19, 2014 

 

Meeting called to order at 5:00 PM 

 

Reading of Open Public Meetings Act Statement  

I hereby declare that notice has been given to the Herald Times and posted on 

the bulletin board of the Middle Township Municipal Building, stating the time 

and place of the following meeting, as required in P.L. 1975, Chapter 231 of 

the State of New Jersey. (Sunshine Law). 

 

Flag Salute 

 

ATTENDANCE:  Madelyn McCarroll, Dr. Hirsch, Captain Edwards, George 

Spadea, Vilma Pombo, Jen Modica, Rick Eufrasio, Stefanie Facciolo, Dawn 

Stimmel 

 

ABSENT:  Bill Candell, Suzanne Callinan, Chuck Marriner, Karen Buckingham 

 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: 

Approval of Minutes – July 15, 2014  

On Motion By: Jen Modica in place of Suzanne Callinan   

Seconded By:  Vilma Pombo 

Approved:     Unanimous 

 

1.) Communications – None  

 

2.) Unfinished Business 

     Pets in Hot Cars.  

Pets in Hot Weather (shade, water, shelter, temperature) 

Pets in Cold Weather (shelter, water, food, conditions, temperature) 

Pets in Extreme Weather (blizzards, hurricanes, floods) 

 

Much discussion held on getting changes in ordinance together to send 

to Committee.  After Advisory Board gets info together for changing of 



  

Ordinance, it will go to the Township Solicitor for review, then to the 

Committee for approval. 

 

Madelyn McCarroll:  Would like to get some ideas together tonight to 

start working on the changes the Board would like to see in the Township 

animal ordinance so that it can be sent to the Solicitor for his review and 

then presented to the Committee at the next Work Session.  Feels it is 

best to use the Tuft’s Scale (See Attachment B) as a guideline.  She feels 

it is unreasonable to have an animal in a car when temperatures are 

above 70 degrees and would like to incorporate temperatures in the 

ordinance.  Question she has is what happens to an animal after long 

periods of time spent in 85 degrees above or below 40 degree weather.  

Also feels we need something that is specific to larger animals such as 

horses.  Main concern is temperatures in vehicles and also outside 

temperatures when an animal is kept outside, and making sure pet has 

fresh water and shelter.  (See Attachment A) 

 

Captain Edwards:  It is difficult to legislate common sense and the 

Committee has to do what is reasonable according to health, breed of 

animal, age, whether short or long haired.  He suggested that maybe 

doing 3 groups like the Tuft Scale.  Educating animal owners is more 

important than an ordinance. The 2 should be compatible.  Maybe do 

something along the lines of setting up a surcharge for barking dogs 

where that money can then be used for educating the public.  Maybe we 

could piggy back getting information out when the emergency robo calls 

are made. 

 

Rick Eufrasio:  We can give parameters, but it should ultimately be Bill 

Candell to give the guidance we need.  We should concentrate on 

extreme case scenarios. Situations differ in each circumstance and we 

cannot be too specific. Thinks we should develop our own brochures and 

flyers to be put in public places for educating animal owners. Maybe we 

could get businesses to make donations towards the Board doing 

brochures and flyers. 

 

Dr. Hirsch:  We cannot get all variables in an ordinance and we can’t be 

too specific. We need to use a broad brush, use discretion and common 

sense.  We can use guidelines but must remember that situations differ.  

People don’t really read ordinances.  We can use the Tufts Scale as a 

guideline.   We need to be able to educate the public through getting 

information out there. 

 

Jen Modica:  Talked about spread sheet that she had sent to everyone 

in regards to changes we would like to make in the Township animal 

ordinance.  In the last column was an area where we could write our 



  

thoughts and kind of tweak it.  She feels it would be good to incorporate 

the Tufts scale into our ordinance.  In making the changes, we need to 

take into consideration different variables.  In a lot of the cases that are 

reported to animal control there is the unknown, such as the condition of 

the dog, how long the dog has been in the car or left outside, if this is 

something that the owner does on a consistent basis or is it a onetime 

incident. There is a lot to consider. 

 

George Spadea:  Feels we should pick a baseline and start there.  

Agrees we can’t really be too specific in what we put in our Ordinance.  

He questioned if there was any such thing as a thermometer that could 

be placed on a car window showing the inside and outside temperatures.  

Might be something we should consider looking into.   

 

3.) New Business 

4.) Vote for Vice Chair (Rick Eufrasio) On motion By: Dr. Hirsch 

Seconded By:  Vilma Pombo         Approved:  Unanimous  

 

5.) Rabies Clinic, September 27, 2pm 

Madelyn informed members that the Township will be holding a Free 

Rabies Clinic and that we would need volunteers.  Discussed how we 

could possibly make it flow better, such as the best way to set up the 

sign up tables, and having someone outside to direct the people to the 

proper line for registration.  We will discuss further at next meeting in 

September.  It was also brought up about safety concerns at the clinic in 

regards to volunteers taking the information outside alongside the 

animals, as opposed to inside sitting behind a table.  

 

6.) Whitesboro Reunion 

Madelyn would like to have a table at the Reunion for handing out 

literature from the Advisory Board to educate people who own pets.  

She will get the info for the table and pass on to the members.  She will 

also need volunteers for the table. 

 

7.) Settings goals and creating a vision 

8.) Brainstorming potential goals and actions 

9.) Internet review (time permitting)  

  

 

 10.)Reports 

Rick Eufrasio:  Spoke about his presentation to the Chamber where he 

made them aware of the Animal Advisory Board.  He said he handed out 

the Hot Dog poster and told them we were looking for ways to get our 

information out.  All seemed very receptive to what we were setting out 

to accomplish and he feels we will get a lot of support from them.   



  

 

Rick also spoke about the CMC Animal Shelter wanting copies of any 

summons’s that Bill has issued through the year, but at this point he has 

not sent any to them.  He asked John Edwards if he could check into 

this. 

 

Madelyn McCarroll:  Said she and Bill have 3 videos ready to be 

recorded, once they are approved by Connie. Once they are recorded, 

she will give to John Edwards to put on the police You Tube site. 

 

She also informed the Board that the PetSmart Feral Cat Grant was closed 

out before the Township got the budget information they had requested.  

She said that Anne Garrison, in the Grants Department is trying to 

contact someone from PetSmart to see if they would put our application 

through for this year.  Madelyn thinks that maybe a letter from our 

Board and possibly the Mayor might also help. 

 

She would like to be able to do something through the Board where we 

could get funding to help with the spaying and neutering of animals in 

Middle Township.  

She would also like to eventually work on looking into licensing dogs for 

2 years, and for residents being able to complete their application and 

pay on line for a license.  

 

Jen Modica:  Said that at National Night Out she, Vilma and Rick gave 

out 150- bags of doggie treats that were provided by Blue Dog Bakeries, 

along with a lot of educational information. 

    

Meeting adjourned (time) 6:21 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 



  

 



  

 


