
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MIDDLE TOWNSHIP ANIMAL ADVISORY BOARD 

MINUTES OF MARCH 24, 2015 

 

Meeting called to order at 5:00 PM 

 

Reading of Open Public Meetings Act Statement  

I hereby declare that notice has been given to the Herald Times and posted on 

the bulletin board of the Middle Township Municipal Building, stating the time 

and place of the following meeting, as required in P.L. 1975, Chapter 231 of 

the State of New Jersey. (Sunshine Law). 

 

Flag Salute 

 

ATTENDANCE:  Madelyn McCarroll, Bill Candell, Suzanne Callinan, Stefanie 

Facciolo, Vilma Pombo, Dr. Hirsch, Rick Eufrasio, George Spadea, Jen Modica, 

Mary Creamer, Dawn Stimmel 

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Judy Davies Dunhour – CMC Animal Shelter; 

Charlotte Anderson – CMC Animal Alliance;  Kirby Reed – American Cancer 

Society -  

 

ABSENT:  Karen Buckingham 

 

JUDY DAVIES DUNHOUR – CAPE MAY COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER 

 

Judy spoke to the Animal Advisory Board about the Cape May County Animal 

Shelter and their incoming and outgoing numbers of cats and dogs.  (SEE 

ATTACHMENT “A”)  T 

 

They have a staff of 15 and are open 7 days a week from 1:30 to 4:00 PM. 

 

All adoption fees they receive go into the General Fund and all Pet Smart Grant 

money they get goes into the Spay/Neuter Fund. 

 

Their biggest challenges at the Shelter are cats and Pit Bulls.  In 2014, 28 of 

the Pit Bulls were from Middle Township.  For every dog that gets placed, they 

would need to place 5 cats for a match.  She said the majority of dogs get 

adopted out, with the exception of Pit Bulls.  She has a Professional Trainer 



  

that comes in for the Pit Bulls, to teach them crate training and how to walk on 

a leash. 

 

The reclaim rate for dogs is good, but not so for cats.  The occupancy level 

fluctuation for cats can be anywhere from 175-275 and for dogs anywhere 

from 30 to 45.   If you are reclaiming a Pit Bull that has not been neutered or 

spayed, the Shelter will waive the reclaim fee if owner gets the dog spayed or 

neutered.   

 

The Shelter also does a lot of TNR (Trap, Neuter, Release), along with several 

other volunteer groups and nonprofit groups.  (SEE ATTACHMENT “B”)  A 

total of 289 cats were Spay/Neutered in Middle Township between the Shelter, 

Animal Alliance, Animal Welfare and Sandy Paws and 28 dogs were done. 

 

They have hooked up with a couple of new places in the County to transfer 

cats for them to be adopted out. 

 

They are also at Pet Smart on Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays with pets 

for adoption. 

 

Madelyn asked Judy if we can bring in animals from other Shelters to put up 

for adoption.  Judy said no, we can only take in animals that are in Cape May 

County since the shelter is paid for by the county residents.   

 

Madelyn brought up that November was Senior Adoption month.  She said 

she is trying to coordinate a program in speaking with seniors.  She asked 

Judy if she would be interested in taking senior pets to this.  

 

Judy said she would be interested and that the County does have a program 

for seniors.  She said that community outreach is usually done by volunteer 

staff.  She said she will take dogs out for different functions, but not cats.  It 

is too stressful for a cat and not worth it.   

 

Suzanne inquired as to how the shelter handles when a tourist or a young kid 

here for the summer comes to the shelter to adopt a pet. 

 

Judy said the shelter really does not have a lot of that and if someone does 

come in that is renting, the landlord usually will not approve the adoption.  

She also said that if someone mentions when they get a cat that they are going 

to declaw it, they will not adopt it out to that person. They do not deal with a 

lot of dog bite reports either.  That is usually done through the County Health 

Department. 

 

Madelyn also spoke about a pamphlet she was working on about how to 

identify your cat.  She said our primary goal right now for the board is to work 



  

on spay/neuter.  Judy also said another good way to identify your cat is by 

micro chipping them.   

 

Judy then brought up that in Whitesboro, there is a home where sometimes 

there are a lot of dog houses, sometimes there are dogs there and sometimes 

there are not.  She also said that on Swip Swap there is always some kind of 

animal to either give away or sell.  These are things that maybe our ACO can 

check into because they could be places breeding and selling dogs, which 

would constitute them obtaining a kennel license. 

 

Rick Eufrasio commended Judy on job well done at shelter.  He told her we 

table at events to educate and make people aware of pet care.  It would be 

nice to have a pet at these functions.  Wanted to know if that would be 

possible.  Also wanted to know if the shelter does fostering of animals. 

 

Judy said they could make animals available at our functions; she would just 

need to know dates and times.  As far as fostering, once in a while a pet is 

fostered, which are usually animals that are not doing well.  They do not have 

people foster healthy, adoptable animals.  

 

Dr. Hirsch wanted to know if in Cape May County was there any centralized 

TNR program. He feels we need a strong program that needs to be publicized 

and county wide.   Judy said the most centralized is Animal Alliance.  She 

said each area has its must go to place.  She said the Shelter is the facilitator 

for the TNR Program, but she feels that the ACO should be the one facilitating 

the TNR.  George feels that something needs to be established for TNR and 

he would like to see that done. 

 

Judy also said that chipping is done at the Shelter for $10.  Registration can 

be done on line and it is a lifetime registration.  The Shelter started doing 

chipping 3-4 years ago. 

 

Madelyn wanted to know if it would be possible to have the MT Dog Licensing 

form at the Shelter to give to people who are from Middle that adopt a dog.  

Judy said they could, but that it would be too involved for them.  If they did it 

for Middle they would have to do it for all of the municipalities in Cape May 

County.   

 

Madelyn thanked Judy for coming and for her informative information on the 

Shelter. 

 

Kirby Reed, from the American Cancer Society, spoke on the Bark for Life 

Canine Event to fight Cancer.  She would like to invite Flash, Middle’s Top 

Dog Contest Winner,  to be the Grand Marshall of the event.  The event is 

being held at the Davies Sports Complex on April 18, 2015 from 10 to 1. 

(SEE ATTACHMENT “C”) 

 

Madelyn said the newsletter should be up and running by this weekend.  She 

also asked for volunteers for the Free Rabies Clinic on April 25
th

.  She would 



  

also like to coordinate doing micro chipping of the animals at the Free Rabies 

Clinics in the future.  Maybe something that could be done with the County. 

 

 

Adjourn: 6:55 PM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



   



  

  



  
 



  

 



   



  

 


