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Cape May Court House, NJ 

TOWNSHIP OF MIDDLE 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

WORKSESSION AGENDA 

          October 15, 2012 4:00 P.M. (prevailing time) 

  

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

 Mayor’s Announcement:  I hereby declare that notice has been given to the Herald Times, the Atlantic City 

Press and posted on the bulletin board of the Middle Township Municipal Building, stating the time and place of the 

following meeting, as required in P.L. 1975, Chapter 231 of the State of New Jersey. (Sunshine Law). 

Notice of this meeting was properly given in Resolution No. 16-12 entitled “Establishing Work Session Meeting 

Nights” which was adopted by Township Committee of the Township of Middle on January 4, 2012. 

 

Members present are Mayor Lockwood, Committeemember Donohue, and Committeemember DeLanzo was absent. 

 

Business Administrator Mark Mallett, Township Clerk Kimberly Krauss, Municipal Solicitor Marcus Karavan & 

Municipal Engineer Marc DeBlasio. 

 

FLAG SALUTE: 

   

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS AND PROJECT UPDATES: 

 

Administration/Finance:           
     

Public Works & Engineering:     

    Marc DeBlasio read into record the Engineering Report dated October 15, 2012 
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Legal:  

  

Tax Collection/ Tax Assessment:      

  

Construction/Planning/Zoning: Elizabeth Terenik – Complete Streets Policy and 

Open Space Recreational Program   

Elizabeth Terenik discussed both the Complete Street Policy and the Open Space Recreational Program.  

“Complete Streets Policy is the concept that all roadways should be designed with consideration for all users 

of the roadways, which would not just include automobiles but also pedestrians, those with disabilities and 

transit users. By having this policy does not mean that all these users have to be accommodated in every 

roadway project it just means they have to be considered. It is a recommendation of our Transportation 

Study, which is now an element of our Master Plan. In the Land Use element of our 2010 Master Plan 

creating a pedestrian and bike friendly community is actually a stated goal.  The reason we are doing it now 

is because it gives us additional credits towards the DOT grants the township is applying for now. This is the 

foundation saying we are going to think about these things more as we move forward. The resolution itself 

sets out why we would adopt this policy and requires all roadways projects to provide accommodations with 

several exceptions. This has been reviewed by Planning Board as well as Township Engineer.” 

 

Mayor Lockwood asked if lighting plays into this. 

 

E. Terenik stated that yes that would be an accommodation so “absolutely. Things that would help 

pedestrians in particular, but there is really no limit. Another example would be lighting on the bike path.” 

 

Committeemember Donohue asked what “need to be considered” means? What obligation does it place on 

the developer? Study of some kind? 

 

E. Terenik – “You could take it a step further… I’ve seen in some policies were it says if all users are not 

going to be accommodated then the developer would have to explain in a written report why, or some towns 

have taken it a bit further and said that report has to be approved by the governing body. I felt that was 

pretty intense.” 

 

Committeemember Donohue – “so what you are laying out are the parameters the developer would have to 

meet or would have to get some hardship exemption to not do this? 

 

E. Terenik – this is a policy, not law. 

 

Marc DeBlasio – “Liz, correct me if I’m wrong but they would have to get a waiver if you were to put this in 

ordinance form for land use ordinances.” 

 

E. Terenik – “Correct, if we wrote an ordinance, not just a resolution for a policy.” 

 

Mayor Lockwood asked about roads involved with shopping centers and housing developments. 

 

E. Terenik – copy sent to Traffic Advisory Committee. 

 

 

 

 

         Open Space Recreational Program  

Inventory is being complete with survey. Public meeting will be held in January. Some of the opportunities 

that have presented themselves with this process are tournaments, which bring economic development in our 

town as they pay fees to use the facilities, and also ecotourism. There is an opportunity by signage and doing 

things online letting people know what we have in Middle Township. Elizabeth spoke of partnerships with 

island towns. She suggested a user friendly map. Also discussed was historical preservation and the County’s 

initiative to revamp recreation and historic preservation. Elizabeth spoke of connectivity with the County of 

Cape May on the bike path, which includes connecting to County Park South and various swamps and 

neighboring recreational complexes.  The idea of connecting to private campgrounds and complexes along the 

path was discussed.  

 

          

Recreation:                                                                          
 

Police:   
 

Buildings and Grounds: Environmental Committee (Steve Atzert) discussion 

on Green Grounds and Maintenance Policy   

 Steve Atzert, Environmental Commission Chairman, spoke of the Sustainable Jersey Grant and 

points that may be achievable when the township adopts a “Green Grounds and Maintenance Policy”. Mr. 

Atzert went over various actions committee could pursue, such as non-chemical soils and fertilizers at 

recreational complexes. He also provided committee with cost analysis associated with these actions and a 

pamphlet on “Going Natural”. 

 

Sewer:   

 

Grants:   
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Personnel:   

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS OR DISCUSSIONS:  

 

a. South Jersey Gas – Natural Gas Main Extension into Del Have 

Michelle Lamb & Mark Andrews of South Jersey Gas spoke of the upcoming proposed extension 

of natural gas lines into the Del Haven area of Middle Township. Mrs. Lamb indicated that 1/3 of the 

residents of that area have expressed an interest in converting. South Jersey Gas believes this will be 

a great project. Customers have seen a 70% savings. Phase 2 would be gas connection from Rio 

Grande down Route 47 to the Green Creek area. Mrs. Lamb stated that during the meeting at Green 

Creek Fire House they warned residents of the scare tactics used by the propane companies where 

they mislead customers into believing there would be a $2,500.00 connection fee. This is incorrect. 

The meter and connection would be at no cost. There would be a monthly meter fee of $10.00 and a 

deposit may be necessary but may be waived. The only other charge would be the cost to convert 

appliances. There is no requirement to join. Green Creek Fire Company will also be converting to 

gas.  

 

Mark Andrews stated that South Jersey Gas will work to educate residents and will have 

educational meetings with Green Creek Fire to educate the handling of gas issues. 

 

Michelle Lamb stated that South Jersey Gas has applied for all necessary CAFRA permits and 

anticipates construction spring of 2013. She stated that they will also hold a pre-construction meeting 

with the township and officials prior to construction. 

 

 

 

b. Commercial Utility Consultants  

John Fish and Nicholas J. Reynolds from Commercial Utility Consultants spoke of Reverse 

Auction Systems and utilizing third party electric and gas companies towards lower utility rates. 

Committee, Mark Mallett, Marc DeBlasio and the gentlemen discussed the 34 accounts not 

included in the Hess agreement / Co-op agreement for electrical service. “CUC” believes the 

township could receive a substantial savings by utilizing a reverse auction system. This system is 

a two-step approach, first utilizing a “blind” bid indicative bid and secondly giving the three 

lowest bids to the solicitor for review. If pricing is acceptable then the bid would go “live” and 

the town could lock into the rates. These services would be a no charge to the municipality. Once 

the township enters into an agreement with the third party then that company would compensate 

“CUC”. 

 

Marc Karavan indicated a resolution could be done during the regular session authorizing 

“CUC” to initiate the blind auction on behalf of the township in order to see what type of savings 

the township could face. 

 

“CUC” stated that they would bid out the accounts in two steps, one solely for street lights and 

the second for buildings since the rates are different for both. With third party providers you 

can write in any parameters the township would like into the specifications.  

 

Marc DeBlasio stated that the same type of third party reverse bidding can be done with gas 

accounts as well. 

 

“CUC” and Marc DeBlasio discussed the “3 prong” approach that the township will be taking on 

solar. 

 

 

 

Motion to adjourn meeting: 

1
st 

 Committeemember Donohue     2
nd 

  Mayor Lockwood  

Roll Call Vote: Committeemember Donohue, Mayor Lockwood 

 

      

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:40pm. 

 

 

     ____________________________________ 

     Kimberly D. Krauss, Twp. Clerk 


