
Work Session February 22, 2017 Twp. Committee 

Cape May Court House, New Jersey 

TOWNSHIP OF MIDDLE 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

WORKSESSION AGENDA 

February 22, 2017 4:00 PM (prevailing time) 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

Mayor’s Announcement:  I hereby declare that notice has been given to the Herald Times, the Atlantic City Press and posted 

on the bulletin board of the Middle Township Municipal Building, stating the time and place of the following meeting, as 

required in P.L. 1975, Chapter 231 of the State of New Jersey. (Sunshine Law). 

 

Notice of this meeting was properly given in Resolution No. 16-17 entitled “Establishing Work Session Meeting Nights” 

which was adopted by Township Committee of the Township of Middle on January 2, 2017. 

 

Members present are Mayor Clark, Deputy Mayor DeVico, and Committeemember Donohue 

 

Interim Administrator Stephen O’Connor, Township Clerk Kimberly Krauss, Municipal Solicitor Frank Corrado & 

Municipal Engineer Marc DeBlasio.  

 

FLAG SALUTE: 

   
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS OR DISCUSSIONS:     Economic Development Council – Re: Request for  

Business Registration Ordinance 

 

 Brian Murphy and Nancy Sittineri provided Committee with an informational packet. 

 

 Brian Murphy: 

- Present on behalf of the request made by the Economic Development Council. 

- Believes it is time an ordinance be created pertaining to business registrations. 

- Programs available to businesses located within the township. 

- Beneficial to the business community in terms of a database which will include the scope of business 

operations; information will be shared with the fire department concerning hazardous substances and 

number of employees should the business need their assistance. 

 

Committeeman Donohue: 

- Topic has been seen as a precursor to a mercantile license in the past. 

- License would be considered as a prerequisite before moving through the development process in 

own opinion. 

- Questioned the $100 charge. 

 

Brian Murphy: 

- $100 fee to serve two purposes; pay the cost to implement database/program and application; 

remaining currency would be utilized in revolving loan program, which would directly help the 

business community. 

- Fees will be deposited into a trust fund which would benefit business communities through the 

Facade program. 

- Looking ahead, could be used to improve local infrastructures like sidewalks, etc. 

 

Committeeman Donohue: 

- Asked Frank Corrado if licenses can have a revenue component. 

 

Frank Corrado: 

- Licensing fees have to be reasonably related to cost of administering licensing program. 

- Can have some revenue component as long as it is not solely utilized as an additional tax. 

 

Committeeman Donohue: 

- Questioned if the Governing Body has any power to lock in fee or set fee for a period of time. 

 

Frank Corrado: 

- Subject to revision by ordinance by any future Governing Body. 

 

Committeeman Donohue: 

- Questioned the registering of home/internet based businesses. 

 

Brian Murphy: 

- Would like to include home businesses. 

- Has yet to discuss internet businesses. 

- Looking for businesses that include people trying to earn a living; not someone who is selling their 

kids clothes on EBay because they have outgrown them. 

 

Committeeman Donohue: 

- Asked if the program would be handled through the Clerk’s office. 
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Brian Murphy: 

- Uncertain as to what office would administer program as of the moment. 

 

Committeeman Donohue: 

- Enquired about what department would be responsible for the enforcement of the program. 

  

Brian Murphy: 

- Spoke of the need to enforce the program through Code Enforcement. 

 

Committeeman DeVico: 

- Asked if the program would include businesses coming into town to do work. 

- Spoke of experience with own business on barrier islands. 

 

Brian Murphy: 

- Would like program to encompass those kinds of businesses as well. 

 

Frank Corrado: 

- Typically, Clerk’s office administers program. 

- Some towns have licensing departments. 

- Key to ordinance is how one defines the term “business,” and how one locates businesses that are not 

established within the township but come into town to conduct business. 

 

David May, Zoning Officer: 

- Has had conversation with the Bureau of Fire Prevention. 

- Stated that currently, if a township has a registration ordinance and a business requests an 

inspection, they would not provide approvals until the business complies with the township’s business 

regulations; another layer of enforcement. 

 

Frank Corrado: 

- Current property taxes may also be required before issuing registration certificate. 

 

Brain Murphy: 

- Legitimate businesses are competing with those that operate out of pick-up trucks and storage 

trailers. 

- Spoke to safety issues, etc. when the township is unaware to all of the particulars of the business. 

 

Mark Saioni: 

- Main reason for the fee was for the revolving fund to replenish account. 

- Asked that the solicitor come to the next meeting with more information on the law; may be able to 

provide more particulars on regulations for preparation. 

 

Committee discussed previous interactions with TRIAD Associates in trying to come across funding opportunities 

to replenish the fund. 

 

 Mark Saioni: 

- There are other options, but essentially it is up to Committee to find grants for funding. 

- Does not know cost to administer program. 

- Committee would need to look into that further. 

- Looking to “keep the ball rolling.” 

 

Mayor Clark: 

- From experience gained as a fireman, the safety issue is a top priority. 

- “If you do not know what you are walking into, or do not know the type of business, it is an issue.” 

 

Committeeman DeVico: 

- Does not believe legitimate businesses would have a problem with the $100 fee. 

- Keeps everyone honest, especially if it is to help businesses in the future. 

 

Brian Murphy: 

- States that creating a more attractive business community benefits the whole town. 

 

Mark Saioni: 

- Spoke of the history of the revolving loan fund. 

- “The word is out; it is a good thing.” 

 

Committeeman Donohue: 

- Is in agreement with the goal. 

- Stated that if it helps to fund the program now, the township needs to continue to look into alternative 

ways to fund the revolving loan fund. 

 

Brian Murphy: 

- Spoke in regards to the benefit of having business information; good for sending letters and email 

blasts to target zones based on the data collected. 
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Committeeman Donohue: 

- Asked if a non-profit would still have to register but have the fee waived. 

 

Nancy Sittineri, Economic Development Coordinator: 

- Spoke of tourism monies available. 

- Key to get businesses on board. 

 

Brain Murphy: 

- Provided accolades to Nancy Sittineri for the Facebook page; gets the word out regarding local 

businesses. 

 

 Committeeman Donohue: 

- Suggested bringing the topic up at the next Chamber meeting. 

 

 Mayor Clark: 

- To Council: “Tremendous job.”  

 

Environmental Commission, Vilma Pombo – Re: 

Wildlife Habitat & Monarch Butterfly 

 

 Vilma Pombo: 

- Spoke of wildlife gardening. 

- Commission would like to request help from Public Works to start gardens at recreation centers and 

centers with public access. 

- Would like to set up a meeting with Rutgers’ Green Team. 

- Would also like to set up discussions with the township in regards to budgeting and funding. 

- Spoke of community involvement in the past; provided plants and trees to the public at festivals and 

day camps. 

 

Committeeman Donohue: 

- Asked Vilma what it takes to create a butterfly garden. 

 

Vilma Pombo: 

- Provided Committee with a brochure that gives examples of plants beneficial to a butterfly garden. 

- Discussed the loss of the monarch butterfly during the last migration. 

 

ITEMS OF DISCUSSION: Request for duplicate dwelling during construction – 

8 Reeds Beach Road 

 

 Kimberly Krauss: 

- Briefed Committee on the request made by the Lee family. 

- Provided response by the Zoning Official, David May. 

 

Committeeman Donohue: 

- Inquired about any special requirements to notify neighbors. 

 

Frank Corrado: 

- Does not believe there are any. 

 

Committeeman Donohue: 

- Believes the Zoning Official’s parameters are correct. 

 

Committee is fine with the request. 

 

Frank Corrado to provide resolution to Committee for future meeting. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS AND PROJECT UPDATES: 

 

 

Administration:   Del Haven Water 

 

 Committeeman Donohue: 

- Briefed Committee on the history of the request to bring city water to Del Haven. 

   
Finance:         
  

Public Works & Engineering:      

 

Legal:          

  

Tax Collection/Tax Assessment:      

 

Construction/Planning/Zoning:  
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Recreation:                                                                        
 

Police / Animal Control/ Code Enforcement:   
 

Buildings and Grounds: 

 

Sewer:   
        

Economic Development:       
 

Personnel:  

  

Zoning: 

    

Township Clerk:   
  

   

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

 Lorraine Zuccato, 10 Woodview Lane: 

- Walnut Grove Builders constructed a three-door pole barn for the purpose of storing business trucks. 

- Concerned with property values. 

- Currently builder is storing trucks down by the Public Works garage. 

- Variance was to be constructed to run “north and south” but runs “east and west;” based on access 

from Shellbay Avenue; asked if neighbors needed notification to get “that kind” of variance in a 

residential home area. 

- Concerned owner will be welding equipment or backhoes if businesses store trucks; possible fire. 

- Indicated she made a big stink in regards to the big lots that blocks the Woodview access to the 

property. 

- Has not received a response from Zoning. 

- Concerned with the safety of the children in the area. 

- Owner of property is Tom Rossi; son-in-law runs business. 

 

Frank Corrado: 

- Notification to be given to effected properties within 200 feet for certain projects. 

- Stated variances typically require notice be given to surrounding property owners. 

- Stephen O’Connor will look into concern. 

 

 

 

Motion to Adjourn Meeting – 5:05pm 

1
st
: Committeeman Donohue   2

nd
: Committeeman DeVico 

Roll Call Vote: Committeeman DeVico, Committeeman Donohue, Mayor Clark  

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Kimberly D. Krauss, Township Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Krystel M. Arana, Deputy Township Clerk  


