
Work Session August 21, 2017 Twp. Committee 

Cape May Court House, New Jersey 

TOWNSHIP OF MIDDLE 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

WORKSESSION AGENDA 

August 21, 2017 4:00 PM (prevailing time) 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

Mayor’s Announcement:  I hereby declare that notice has been given to the Herald Times, the Atlantic City Press and posted 

on the bulletin board of the Middle Township Municipal Building, stating the time and place of the following meeting, as 

required in P.L. 1975, Chapter 231 of the State of New Jersey. (Sunshine Law). 

 

Notice of this meeting was properly given in Resolution No. 16-17 entitled “Establishing Work Session Meeting Nights” 

which was adopted by Township Committee of the Township of Middle on January 2, 2017. 

 

Members present are Mayor Clark & Deputy Mayor DeVico.  

Committeemember Donohue was absent 

 

Business Administrator Elizabeth Terenik, Township Clerk Kimberly Krauss, Municipal Solicitor Frank Corrado & 

Municipal Engineer Edward Dennis.  

 

FLAG SALUTE: 

   

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS OR DISCUSSIONS:       
 

 

ITEMS OF DISCUSSION:   

 

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS AND PROJECT UPDATES: 

 

 

Administration:    
  

Finance:    
  

Public Works: 

 

Engineering:      NJ DOT Grant Review 

 

Edward Dennis: 

- Reviewed the NJ DOT Grants available for application; October 6
th

 deadline. 

- Discussed eligible categories; street capes; a road or two could be selected. 

Mayor Clark: 

- Gibbs Road in Whitesboro. 

Elizabeth Terenik: 

- Did not get funding due to problems. 

Edward Dennis: 

- Discussed possible timing issue. 

Committeemember DeVico: 

- Mentioned roads not included in the road program. 

Edward Dennis: 

- Discussed Gibbs Road; did not win the bid last year but can try again. 

Elizabeth Terenik: 

- Asked if choosing a street that needs a sidewalk would make sense; limited funds for sidewalks. 

Edward Dennis: 

- Discussed items that the DOT reviews such as improvements to pedestrian safety; point system for scoring. 

Frank Corrado: 

- Asked if there is a limit to the number of streets. 

Edward Dennis: 

- No; further explained. 

Elizabeth Terenik: 

- Asked for an estimate of the amount awarded. 

Edward Dennis: 

- Around $175,000. 

- Discussed bike lane program; more competitive. 

Elizabeth Terenik: 

- Spoke of connecting the bike path to Ockie Wisting. 

Edward Dennis: 

- DOT grants have been used for bike path; would work in township’s favor. 

- Discussed the safe streets and transit program; within a certain distance of mass transit. 

Elizabeth Terenik: 

- Spoke of previous conversation with DOT regarding state roads. 

- Mentioned application for Route 9 and Mechanic Street; further explained. 
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Mayor Clark: 

- Discussed areas that do not have sidewalks. 

Committeemember DeVico: 

- Mentioned lack of a sidewalk near Rio Grande fire house. 

Elizabeth Terenik: 

- Asked if all three programs can be applied for. 

Edward Dennis: 

- Yes; further explained. 

Legal:         

  

Tax Collection/Tax Assessment:      

 

Construction/Planning/Zoning:  
 

Recreation:                                                                         
 

Police / Animal Control/ Code Enforcement:     Hotel / Motel Discussion 

 

Elizabeth Terenik: 

- Discussed motels being operated in different formats; some have impact on quality of life issues. 

- Mentioned two business models; vacationers and housing. 

- Reviewed goals for the discussion. 

- Provided overview of motel laws and definitions of hotel and motel per zoning. 

- Discussed Master Plan goals for Rio Grande. 

- Reviewed new regulations. 

Chief Leusner: 

- Discussed distributed document which reflects public safety calls for service for 2015, 2016 and the first half of 

2017; 15 motels currently licensed in Middle Township. 

- Officer initiated activity not included. 

Committeemember DeVico: 

- Questioned if it includes investigations that led to the police department responding. 

Chief Leusner: 

- Only calls that originated from the motels are included; further explained. 

- Mentioned wide range of calls for service; drain on Township resources when responding to a significant number 

of calls to particular locations. 

- Best practices. 

Elizabeth Terenik: 

- Spoke of the Township not wanting to penalize everyone; do not want to create ordinances that do not solve the 

problem. 

- Discussed various ideas. 

Frank Corrado: 

- Stated that the Township’s goal is for this to be a cooperative effort. 

- Reiterated some of the ideas Ms. Terenik mentioned and discussed possible ordinances that could be put in place. 

- Discussed advantages of some motel owners looking into redevelopment as an option. 

- No decision has been made; beginning of the process. 

 

Joe Berdell, Beachhouse: 

- Spoke of call numbers to his establishment; felt that the number seemed high; asked for clarification. 

- Asked if the numbers included apply to law enforcement looking for wanted persons. 

Committeemember DeVico: 

- Stated that Chief Leusner has already stated that those type of situations were not included. 

Chief Leusner: 

- Confirmed. 

- Spoke of other entities and how those events do not entail the Middle Township Police Department to respond. 

Joe Berdell, Beachhouse: 

- Stated that he would like to review the calls; still felt number was high. 

- Spoke to the establishment having security cameras but “things happen fast”. 

- Feels as though communication could be better. 

Chief Leusner: 

- Spoke to the Township’s Street Crime Unit. 

- Calls for service are available under OPRA. 

 

Dinesh Patel, Catalina: 

- Stated that when a call comes from the motel, officers come and gather information and would like to see what 

rooms the calls are coming from. 

Chief Leusner: 

- Spoke of laws pertaining to OPRA and what type of calls could be available and information that may be redacted. 

Dinesh Patel, Catalina: 

- Stated that he would like to see what customer is attached to each call. 

Chief Leusner: 

- Reiterated OPRA exemptions. 

- Discussed recommendation of no visitor policy; best practices. 

Elizabeth Terenik: 

- Asked Mr. Patel if he has a manager on-site at all times for Catalina and Wildwood Park. 
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Dinseh Patel, Catalina: 

- Explained that both of his properties have a manager on-site as well as cameras. 

Frank Corrado: 

- Discussed motel owner’s ability to implement best practices as private property owners. 

- Improvements will have to be initiated by motel owners. 

 

Joe Berdell, Beachhouse: 

- Spoke of concerns with occurrences with customers that require police assistance to remove parties. 

Committeemember DeVico: 

- Spoke to relationship between police and motel owners and the responsibility of property owners. 

- Mentioned other motel owners that have been able to keep their calls to a minimum. 

Elizabeth Terenik: 

- Intent to try to help motel owners. 

Joe Berdell, Beachhouse: 

- Spoke of situations where the police are called to assist with removing visitors. 

Chief Leusner: 

- Discussed trespassing charges.  

- Gray area for eviction process when someone has been living in the motel for a long period of time. 

Committeemember DeVico: 

- Stated that the question is if the motel is being operated as such or as a housing facility. 

Chief Leusner: 

- Officers will air on the side of caution and enforce the eviction process. 

Frank Corrado: 

- Case by case basis. 

- Explained Anti-Eviction Act; State Statute. 

Chief Leusner: 

- Reiterated the recommendation of best practices and enforcing the same. 

Frank Corrado: 

- Reaffirmed that the Township cannot enforce an Ordinance that would not allow motel residents to have visitors. 

Chief Leusner: 

- Stated that motel owners should be able to know within the first week or two if there is going to be an issue with a 

motel resident; draw line right from the beginning. 

- Discussed approach and management philosophy. 

Committeemember DeVico: 

- Spike in responses and expenses need to be addressed. 

Elizabeth Terenik: 

-  Stated the that Township understands that economics plays a role. 

- Spoke of hotels on the islands operating well under vacationer-transient population; further explained. 

- Township wants to offer help to get owners to a better place with their properties. 

 

Mayor Clark: 

- Asked the owner of the Hyland Motor Inn for suggestions. 

Sue Lin, Hyland Motor Inn: 

- Spoke of the acceptance of vouchers. 

Elizabeth Terenik: 

- Asked if occupancy tax is collected when using a voucher. 

Nelson Rossi, Seagull: 

- Believes that vouchers are tax exempt. 

Frank Corrado: 

- Discussed legal aspects of voucher program. 

- Asked motel owners for ideas as to what they would like to see the Township do; provided examples. 

 

Dinesh Patel, Catalina: 

- Spoke of previous meeting with Police Department. 

- Would like to see rules and regulations for properties; no visitor policy. 

- Stated that he feels that the Police Department is very accommodating. 

Committeemember DeVico: 

- Asked if the motel can call police if someone arrives on the property that is not included in the resident list. 

Chief Leusner: 

- Spoke of procedures for making an arrest versus long-term rentals. 

Frank Corrado: 

- Mentioned that generally speaking, if someone has not been there for more than thirty days, that person can be 

subject to trespassing; self-policing motels. 

Committeemember DeVico: 

- Spoke of room registration and how motel owners can self-police based on registered visitors. 

Elizabeth Terenik: 

- Asked if registration includes address; no address could indicate no residency. 

Dinesh Patel, Catalina: 

- Stated that usually some would have older identification. 

 

Nelson Rossi, Seagull: 

- Spoke to his experiences of accepting vouchers. 

- Believes that hotel owners shouldn’t have to pay the cost for other hotels that have problems. 

- Expressed his feelings towards vouchers. 
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Chief Leusner: 

- Asked Mr. Rossi how many units he has. 

Nelson Rossi, Seagull: 

- 13 units year-round; got away from transient; tough to make money. 

- Stated that his property does have some EMS calls due to senior residents. 

- Those that accept vouchers will need security. 

Chief Leusner: 

- Reiterated opportunity to promote best practices; has been Chief for 8 years. 

- Spoke of previous meetings with owners during that time; temporary relief after each meeting. 

- Discussed suggestion and action that needs to take place. 

Nelson Rossi, Seagull: 

- Believes that security is a benefit to the motel owner’s themselves as well. 

Mayor Clark: 

- Explained benefits of a security officer. 

Chief Leusner: 

- A uniformed security officer would be a good deterrent.  

Elizabeth Terenik: 

- Stated that she believes if the Township does not take action, all will be in the same position. 

- Also discussed best practices and action taken. 

- Penalty that needs to occur; open to suggestions. 

Committeemember DeVico: 

- Mentioned rewarding those motels that do decrease calls of service with lower fees. 

Frank Corrado: 

- Explained the law surrounding fees. 

Committeemember DeVico: 

- Spoke of the Whispering Woods decreasing number of service calls. 

Kevin Smyth. Whispering Woods: 

- Spoke of change in management. 

- Rooms have been shut down for repairs; believes that may have contributed to reduced calls. 

- Spoke of his experiences with vouchers. 

Chief Leusner: 

- Stated that it is in no way being suggested to discriminate against anyone. 

Elizabeth Terenik: 

- Stated that there would be a threshold. 

Frank Corrado: 

- Reiterated that this is the start of the discussion; action will likely be taken. 

- Explained some factors that will have to be worked into the “formula”. 

Elizabeth Terenik: 

- Asked what the process is for social services placement. 

Kevin Smyth, Whispering Woods: 

- Stated that social services would call to see if there are rooms available and if vouchers are accepted. 

Elizabeth Terenik: 

- Spoke to discussion of increasing registration fee due to cost of service calls. 

- No mercantile fee. 

 

Lorraine Nichols, Doctor’s Inn: 

- Spoke of experience with owning other motels in the past. 

- Believes fee should be based on number of units. 

Frank Corrado: 

- Spoke of other towns who base their fee on number of units. 

Nelson Rossi, Seagull Motel: 

- Agreed with Ms. Nichols with regards to fees; calls of service and units should also be calculated. 

Tim Patel, Red Roof Inn: 

- Spoke of fees for other hotels in neighboring towns. 

 

Frank Corrado: 

- Asked if there were any other best practices suggestions. 

Tim Patel, Red Roof Inn: 

- Spoke to previous experiences in dealing with suspects at his motel. 

- Stated he mostly uses common sense to know if someone is going to be a problem. 

Elizabeth Terenik: 

- Expressed the need for motel owners to be vigilant. 

- Commented on the Passport Inn; well kept. 

Nelson Rossi, Seagull: 

- Stated that he feels like the best way to avoid problems is to not put them in if you think they are bad. 

 

Elizabeth Terenik: 

- Discussed motels operating only in the summer and being tourist-based.  

Mayor Clark: 

- Thanked all for coming. 

- Reiterated that the Township wants to help motel owners with their business; further explained. 

Committeemember DeVico: 

- Discussed fact that calls for service are costly; want motel owners to understand what the town is up against. 

Chief Leusner: 

- Stated that the police department will be in contact with motel owners as the discussion progresses. 
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- All motel owners should have contact with the Street Crimes Unit. 

Committeemember DeVico:  

- Asked if the Police Department is up to do property checks if a motel owner requests it. 

Chief Leusner: 

- Yes; some motels have more property checks than others. 

Mayor Clark: 

- Stated that any motel owners can reach out any Township official directly; keep open dialogue. 

 

Buildings and Grounds: 

 

Sewer:           
        

Economic Development:       
 

Personnel:  

  

Zoning: 

    

Township Clerk:   
  

   

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

Kevin Smyth, Whispering Woods: 

- Asked if the township has open communication with social services. 

Chief Leusner: 

- Spoke to his meeting with social services; information that they could share was limited. 

- Discussed voucher fraud. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

       Kimberly D. Krauss, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

Motion to Adjourn Meeting – 5:15pm 

1
st
: Committeeman DeVico   2

nd
: Mayor Clark  

Roll Call Vote: Committeeman DeVico, Mayor Clark  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Minutes prepared by Andrea N. Bruno, Keyboarding Clerk 


