
Cape May Court House, NJ 

April 22, 2024 

REGULAR MEETING 

FLAG SALUTE       

THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED: 

 

I hereby declare that notice has been given to the Herald Times, the Atlantic City Press and posted on the bulletin 

board of the Middle Township Municipal Building, stating the time and place of the following meeting, as required 

in P.L. 1975, Chapter 231 of the State of New Jersey. (Sunshine Law). 

 

The Township Committee met on the above date at 6:00 PM at the Middle Township Municipal Building. Members 

present were Mayor Leusner, Deputy Mayor Gandy, Committeemember Norris, Township Clerk/Business 

Administrator Kimberly Osmundsen, Deputy Township Clerk Emily Bartleson, Deputy Business Administrator 

Suzanne Schumann, Township Engineer Vince Orlando, & Municipal Solicitor Matt Rooney 

 

 

 

1. PRESENTATION BY MAYOR AND COMMITTEE – EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH OF APRIL – 

KATRINA BORN 

 

2. QUESTION/ANSWER PERIOD ON AGENDA (This question-and-answer session shall relate only to 

items as outlined and pending on current agenda. Issues and concerns not related to agenda item shall be 

withheld to public comment portion at the conclusion of meeting.) 

 

Stan Doniger, Rio Grande asked about spending on camera installation at the new police 

substation and what happened to the cameras at the former substation.  

 

Chief Pooler explained the total cost was not for only the substation but for additional cameras at 

head quarters as well.  

 

Stan Doniger, Rio Grande, asked if the old cameras were unable to be re-used. 

 

Chief Pooler confirmed they were not.  

 

3. RESOLUTION 178-24 – APPROVING PAYMENT FOR BILLS – BILL LIST A (GENERAL BILLS) – 

On motion by Committeeman Gandy seconded by Committeeman Norris and passed on roll call, the 

following resolution was adopted. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Middle, the 

governing body thereof, that payment for the following bills in the amounts indicated are hereby approved: 

Fund Description Fund Total 

Current Fund PY 3.01 19,497.29 

Current Fund CY 4.01 509,404.41 

Alarm Billing 3.03 
 

Sewer Utility PY 3.07 
 

Sewer Utility CY 4.07 2,138.27 

General Capital C.04 86,462.16 

Sewer Capital C.08 
 

Grants G.06 1,896.40 

M.A.C. M.24 
 

Emergency Housing R.23 
 

Dog Trust T.12 
 

Forfeited Monies T.13 
 

Sewer Escrow T.16 
 

Trust Other T.17 
 

Developer's Escrow T.18 45,470.04 

Zoning Escrow T.19 3,998.64 

Zoning Escrow E.19 3,116.75 

Unemployment Trust T.20 
 

Development Fee T.27 522.00 

Recreation Trust T.28 6,532.82 

TOTAL 679,038.78 

 

4. RESOLUTION 179-24 – APPROVING MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING – On motion by           

Committeeman Gandy seconded by Committeeman Norris and passed on roll call, the following resolution 

was adopted. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Middle, the 

governing body thereof, that the following minutes are approved: 04/08/2024 Regular Meeting  

 



5. REPORTS: None 

 

6. ORDINANCE 1698-24 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MIDDLE, COUNTY OF CAPE 

MAY, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 66 OF THE TOWNSHIP CODE, CREATING 

THE MIDDLE TOWNSHIP GARDEN CLUB – On motion by Committeeman Gandy seconded by 

Committeeman Norris and passed on roll call, Ordinance No. 1698-24 passed first reading. Second reading, 

public hearing and consideration for adoption will be held on 05/20/2024 at 6:00 p.m.   

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Middle in the County of Cape May and 

State of New Jersey as follows:  

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Middle does hereby wish to establish the Middle 

Township Garden Club (hereinafter referred to as the “MTGC”) for the purposes of developing ideas, 

researching costs, and implementing approved plans for beautification projects and events. 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee desires to formalize the nature of the Garden Club to enable it to more 

efficiently fulfill its mission.  

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Middle in the County 

of Cape May and State of New Jersey as follows:  

SECTION 1: Chapter 66 of the Municipal Code of the Township of Middle if hereby amended and 

supplemented as follows: 

§ 66-13 Garden Club. 

A. ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSE 

1) This hereby creates the “Middle Township Garden Club” which is dedicated to supporting 

recreational community gardening. The MTGC fosters community pride and promotes community 

partnership towards the beautification of municipally and privately-owned properties within the 

municipal borders. 

B. ESTABLISHMENT OF MEMBERSHIP 

1) This Club shall consist of unlimited members of the Township of Middle who desire to get involved 

in the various established events of the Garden Club.  

C. OFFICERS; TERMS AND ORGANIZATION 

1) The Middle Township Garden Club shall meet immediately after January 1 of each year for the 

purpose of reorganization. The agenda at this meeting should include the establishment of dates and 

places of meetings and such other business as may properly come before the Club at the annual 

reorganization meeting. The Club shall meet as often as determined by the Club, as the need for said 

meetings is presented. 

2) The Governing Body shall name and select a Chairperson and a Vice Chairperson of the MTGC 

Committee for a term of service of one (1) year. In the absence of the Chairperson, the powers and 

duties of the Chairperson shall be performed and exercised by the Vice Chairperson. 

3) Three (3) additional MTGC Committee members shall be appointed for a term of one (1) year. 

4) The MTGC Committee members may serve for successive years if reappointed by the Township 

Committee. In the event of a vacancy occurring on the MTGC Committee other than by expiration 

of a term, such vacancy shall be filled by the Township Committee for the unexpired term. 

5) On behalf of the Club, the Township shall appoint a staff member as secretary to the club and 

provide legal counsel from the municipal solicitor if needed. 

D. COMPENSATION  

1) The members of the Committee shall serve without compensation. 

E.  POWERS AND DUTIES 

1) With the advice and consent of the Township Committee, the Middle Township Garden Club may 

be granted the following powers and duties in discharging its intent and purpose: 

a) The Middle Township Garden Club may be empowered to advertise, prepare, print and 

distribute pamphlets, brochures, maps, books or other reading material which are necessary for 

the promotion of any programs, projects or activities under its authority. 

b) The Middle Township Garden Club shall have the power to appoint subcommittees of the 

general citizenry in specific areas and for specific beautification projects. 

c) The Middle Township Garden Club shall keep records of its meetings and activities and shall 

file an annual report of its activities and budgetary expenditures with the Township Committee 

on or before December 31 of every calendar year. 

d) In cooperation with the Township Administration, the Middle Township Garden Club may 

apply for any state, federal and private grants for the purpose of beautification projects within 

the Township.  

F. FUNDING, DEPOSITING, AND EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS. 

1) The Township Committee may appropriate such sum in each year's current fund budget as may be 

determined by the governing body to be necessary for the purpose of the Middle Township Garden 

Club.  

2) Should the MTGC receive any gifts, donations or bequests, such funds shall be deposited in a trust 

fund account established by the Township’s Finance Department and shall not be utilized for any 

horticulture or landscaping projects without the prior approval of the Township Committee. 

Dedicated funds shall be spent for the purpose for which the funds were received, in accordance 

with the Local Budget Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-1 et seq. The MTGC shall require any individual or 

entity donating services and/or capital improvements to the Township to supply to the Township an 

indemnification and hold harmless agreement prior to the commencement of any such donative 

efforts as may be required by the municipal joint insurance fund. 

SECTION 2:  Any other Ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed, to 

the extent of such conflict or inconsistency. 

SECTION 3:  Should any section, paragraph, sentence or clause or phrase of this Ordinance be declared 

unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remaining portions of this Ordinance shall not be affected 



thereby and shall remain in full force and effect and to this end the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby 

declared to be severable. 

SECTION 4:  This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon final passage and publication, 

according to law. 

  

Mayor Leusner discussed excitement of this new club to help with the beautification throughout 

the Township. 

 

7. ORDINANCE 1699-24 – AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MIDDLE, 

CHAPTER 54 ENTITLED RECREATION ADVISORY COUNCIL – On motion by Committeeman Gandy 

seconded by Committeeman Norris and passed on roll call, Ordinance No. 1699-24 passed first reading. 

Second reading, public hearing and consideration for adoption will be held on 05/20/2024 at 6:00 p.m.   

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Middle, County of Cape May, State 

of New Jersey, that the following chapter and section of the local code is hereby revised as follows: 

SECTION 1. 

 54-3 Membership. 

A.  The Recreation Advisory Council membership shall consist as follows:  

(1) Seven (7) members at large.  

(2) One (1) member of the recreation department 

(3)  One (1) Township Committee liaison 

The initial appointees to the board shall serve terms as follows: 

(1)  Three members: three-year term. 

(2)  Three members: two-year term. 

(3) One member: one-year term. 

Thereafter, all subsequent or reappointed members shall serve a term of three years commencing January 1. 

B.  The Council shall retain the services of a secretary appointed by the governing body, who shall keep the 

minutes of the meetings and provide such clerical services as may be required by the Council. 

C. The members of the Council shall serve without compensation. 

D. The Council will meet at least every quarter, or on such other more frequent meeting dates as the agenda 

established by the Committee shall provide. 

SECTION 2. All other ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed, to the 

extent of such conflict or inconsistency. 

SECTION 3. Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phase of this Ordinance be declared 

unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remaining portions of this Ordinance shall not be affected 

thereby and shall remain in full force and effect, and to this end the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby 

declared to be serverable. 

SECTION 4. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon final passage and publication, 

according to law. 

 

Committeeman Norris explained the purpose of this revision is to clean up the ordinance and the 

difficulty they are having with membership as it currently stands.  

 

Kimberly Osmundsen further explained purpose of changing membership to “members at large”. 

 

8. RESOLUTION 180-24 – PROMOTIONS – POLICE DEPARTMENT – On motion by Committeeman 

Gandy seconded by Committeeman Norris and passed on roll call, the following resolution was adopted.  

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Middle, the governing body thereof, 

that the following employees in the Middle Township Police Department are hereby promoted to the titles 

opposite their name: 

NAME DEPARTMENT TITLE SALARY EFF. DATE 

Kenneth Martin Public Safety – Police Police Captain $155,391.51 05/01/2024 

Ronald Miller Public Safety – Police Police Lieutenant $141,532.50 05/01/2024 

Jason Sweitzer Public Safety – Police Police Lieutenant $141,532.50 05/01/2024 

Leonard Larkin Public Safety – Police  Police Lieutenant $141,532.50 05/01/2024 

Thomas Ritterhoff Public Safety – Police Police Sergeant $128,907.45 05/01/2024 

Jonas McInnis Public Safety – Police Police Sergeant $128,907.45 05/01/2024 

Armondo Jones Public Safety – Police Police Sergeant $128,907.45 05/01/2024 

 

Mayor Leusner discussed promotions and turnover going on in the Police Department. He 

discussed the swearing in of the new officers on May 1st. He then advised that Chief Pooler had 

announced her retirement and he hoped to be able to announce a new chief soon.  

 

9. RESOLUTION 181-24 THROUGH 182-24 – APPOINTMENTS (ITEMS A THROUGH B) – On motion 

by Committeeman Gandy seconded by Committeeman Norris and passed on roll call, the following 

resolution was adopted.  

(A) NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Middle, 

County of Cape May, State of New Jersey, that the following employees are hereby appointed to the 

following position at the salaries opposite their names: 

NAME DEPARTMENT TITLE SALARY EFFECTIVE 

Braeden Gosner  Public Safety – Police Class II SLEO Officer $20.00 per hr* 04/27/2024 

        *increase to $23.00 upon academy completion  

(B) WHEREAS, the Middle Township Committee adopted Ordinance No. 1698-24 which establishes a 

committee of unlimited members of the Township of Middle who desire to get involved in the purposes of 

https://ecode360.com/6684160#6684163
https://ecode360.com/6684164#6684164
https://ecode360.com/39986941#39986941
https://ecode360.com/39986942#39986942
https://ecode360.com/39986943#39986943


developing ideas, researching costs, and implementing approved plans for beautification projects and 

events; and 

WHEREAS, it has been determined by Township Committee of the Township of Middle that it is in the 

best interest of the Township to establish the Middle Township Garden Club as outlined in said Ordinance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Middle, 

County of Cape May, State of New Jersey that the following individuals are hereby appointed to the 

Middle Township Garden Club 

NAME TERM TERM EXPIRES 

Matt Wetzel, Chairperson 1 yr 12/31/2024 

Don Thomas, Vice Chairperson 1 yr 12/31/2024 

Karen Camagna 1 yr 12/31/2024 

Karin Parker 1 yr 12/31/2024 

Trish Cosby 1 yr 12/31/2024 

Alicia Woodrow, Secretary* 1 yr 12/31/2024 

*Stipend Position 

 

10. RESOLUTION 183-24 – AUTHORIZE CHANGE IN EMPLOYMENT STATUS – On motion by      

Committeeman Gandy seconded by Committeeman Norris and passed on roll call, the following resolution 

was adopted.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Middle that 

the following employee is hereby designated to the employment status listed below:  

NAME DEPARTMENT PREVIOUS STATUS AMENDED STATUS EFFECTIVE 

Derek Dorsey Public Works Laborer 1 P/T T/A (6 months) Laborer 1 P/T Permanent 04/05/2024 

Javier Avila Public Works Laborer 1 P/T T/A (6 months) Laborer 1 P/T Permanent 04/05/2024 

 

11. RESOLUTION 184-24 – ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RESIGNATION – On motion by Committeeman 

Gandy seconded by Committeeman Norris and passed on roll call, the following resolution was adopted.  

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee, the Governing Body of the Township of Middle, County 

of Cape May and State of New Jersey, that the following resignations listed below, are acknowledged. 

NAME DEPARTMENT/BOARD POSITION EFFECTIVE 

John Bolte Rio Grande Community Partnership  Member - Social Services/The Branches 04/16/2023 

 

12. RESOLUTION 185-24 – CANCEL SEWER – On motion by Committeeman Gandy seconded by               

Committeeman Norris and passed on roll call, the following resolution was adopted.  

WHEREAS, a cancellation required to the below property location due to a water leak in 2023; and 

WHEREAS, said leak created a substantial increase in the consumption reported to Middle Township from 

NJ American Water; and  

WHEREAS, the adjustment is a reflection of the certification by the owner’s contractor confirming the 

leak.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee, the Governing Body of the 

Township of Middle, County of Cape May and State of New Jersey that the cancellation of sewer below is 

hereby acknowledged. 

       ACCT        BLOCK        LOT             OWNER/LOCATION                                        2024 

4574 234 12 FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 

17 N MAIN ST 

$710.00 

 

13. RESOLUTION 186-24 – RELEASE OF TRUST ACCOUNTS – On motion by Committeeman Gandy 

seconded by Committeeman Norris and passed on roll call, the following resolution was adopted.  

WHEREAS, certain monies held in Trust Accounts from time to time may have balances remaining after 

all fees have been paid; and  

WHEREAS, the applicants are entitled to a refund of this money. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Middle, the 

governing body thereof, that upon request of the Zoning Officer the following balances in the Trust 

Accounts, as listed on the attached sheets, shall be released. 

 

14. RESOLUTION 187-24 THROUGH 188-24 – TABULATION COMMITTEE (ITEMS A THROUGH B) – 

On motion by Committeeman Gandy seconded by Committeeman Norris and passed on roll call, the 

following resolution was adopted.  

(A)NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee, the Governing Body of the 

Township of Middle, County of Cape May and State of New Jersey that Township Officials be and hereby 

are appointed to tabulate the bids to be taken on May 15, 2024 at 10:00 AM in the Middle Township 

Municipal Building, 2nd Floor Conference Room, 33 Mechanic Street, Cape May Court House, NJ for the 

following:  

GOSHEN SPORTS COMPLEX 

HOCKEY RINK RESURFACING 

(B) NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee, the Governing Body of the 

Township of Middle, County of Cape May and State of New Jersey that Township Officials be and hereby 

are appointed to tabulate the bids to be taken on July 17, 2024 at 10:00am in the Middle Township 

Municipal Building, 2nd Floor Conference Room, 33 Mechanic Street, Cape May Court House, NJ for the 

following:  

SOLID WASTE, REFUSE AND RECYCLES- COLLECTION, HAULING AND DISPOSAL 

 



15. RESOLUTION 189-24 – AWARD OF BID – CONTRACT #2023-24 – MIDDLE TOWNSHIP DEL 

HAVEN WATER LATERAL CONNECTION ASSISTANCE PROJECT – On motion by Committeeman 

Gandy seconded by Committeeman Norris and passed on roll call, the following resolution was adopted.  

WHEREAS, it has been deemed necessary and desirable to solicit bids for the Del Haven Water Lateral 

Connection Assistance Program for Contract No 2023-24, and 

WHEREAS, bids were received on April 9, 2024 and 

WHEREAS, it appears that the following bid submitted below represents a figure equal to the lowest bid 

received, which complies with specifications. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township 

of Middle, the governing body thereof, that the contract for the Del Haven Water Lateral Connection 

Assistance Program be and hereby is awarded as described: 

Contract No. Awarded to: Total Bid Amount 

2023-24 Al’s Plumbing $2,900.00 

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that these awards are conditioned upon certification of availability of 

funds. 

16. RESOLUTION 190-24 – AWARD CONTRACT AND RATIFY AGREEMENT THROUGH NON-FAIR 

AND OPEN PROCESS – SPECIAL COUNSEL FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING – SCARINCI 

HOLLENBECK – On motion by Committeeman Gandy seconded by Committeeman Norris and passed on 

roll call, the following resolution was adopted.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Middle, the 

governing body thereof, that the Agreement between Scarinci Hollenbeck and the Township of Middle for 

Special Counsel for Affordable Housing, be and is hereby ratified and the contract is hereby awarded 

through the Non-Fair and Open Process as described in Pay-To-Play Statutes. 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the appropriate officials are hereby authorized and directed to sign said 

agreement. 

Scarinci Hollenbeck 

Special Counsel for Affordable Housing 

Not to Exceed $17,500.00 

 

17. RESOLUTION 191-24 – RATIFY LEASE AGREEMENT – CONCERNED CITIZENS OF 

WHITESBORO – On motion by Committeeman Gandy seconded by Committeeman Norris and passed on 

roll call, the following resolution was adopted.  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Middle, 

County of Cape May, State of New Jersey that the agreement between the Concerned Citizens of 

Whitesboro and the Township of Middle for usage of Block 1024 Lot(s) 9, 11, 14, 18 & 19, otherwise 

known as the “Whitesboro School” for a five-year term effective May 1, 2024 through April 30, 2029, be 

and is hereby ratified. 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the appropriate officials are hereby authorized and directed to sign any and 

all documentation necessary to carry out the purpose and intent of this resolution. 

 

18. RESOLUTION 192-24 – APPROVAL OF MOBILE FOOD VENDOR LICENSE – 2024 – On motion by      

Committeeman Gandy seconded by Committeeman Norris and passed on roll call, the following resolution 

was adopted.  

WHEREAS, the following company has applied to the Township of Middle for a license to operate as a 

Mobile Food Vendor within the confines of the Township, under the Code of the Township of Middle, and 

WHEREAS, after review by the Township Solicitor and other appropriate Township Officials, the 

following application has been found to be in proper order and the fee paid in connection with the licensing 

process, and 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that each of the following licenses be, and are hereby 

authorized, for the calendar year of 2024: 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that any license issued pursuant to the terms in accordance with the Code of the 

Township of Middle shall expire midnight of the 31st day of December of the year in which is issued unless 

sooner surrendered, suspended or revoked. 

 

19. RESOLUTION 193-24 – AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT – MEDICAL 

ESSENTIAL DIAGNOSTICS, LLC – On motion by Committeeman Gandy seconded by Committeeman 

Norris and passed on roll call, the following resolution was adopted.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Township Clerk are hereby authorized to 

execute the License agreement for Use of Municipal Building between Medical Essential Diagnostics, LLC 

and the Township of Middle. 

 

20. RESOLUTION 194-24 – AUTHORIZING THE PLANNING BOARD OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

MIDDLE TO CONDUCT A PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION TO ESTABLISH A CONDEMNATION 

REDEVELOPMENT AREA WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP OF MIDDLE, CAPE MAY COUNTY – On 

motion by Committeeman Gandy seconded by Committeeman Norris and passed on roll call, the following 

resolution was adopted.  

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-6, authorizes the governing body of any municipality, by Resolution, to have 

its Planning Board conduct a preliminary investigation to determine whether any area of the municipality is 

an “Area in Need of Redevelopment” pursuant to the criteria set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township Committee of the Township of Middle (“Township”) consider it to be 

in the best interest of the Township to have the Township’s Planning Board (“Planning Board”) conduct such 

License# Vehicle/Trailer # Owner Tradeame Fee 

MFV 11-24 01-24 Arthur J. Andre Patriot Concessions $75.00 

MFV 12-24 01-24 Kyle A. Mattera Mattera Food Group LLC dba Dockside Daves $75.00 



an investigation regarding the parcels set forth in Exhibit A as delineated on the official Tax Map of the 

Township (the “Study Area”); and 

WHEREAS, a condemnation redevelopment area determination shall authorize the municipality to use all 

those powers provided by the Legislature for use in a redevelopment area including the use of eminent domain 

(hereinafter referred to as a “Condemnation Redevelopment Area”); and 

WHEREAS, the land located within the Study Area appears to be in a state of dilapidation, appears to be 

vacant, obsolete and/or underutilized and/or otherwise appears to be in need of redevelopment; and  

WHEREAS, the present conditions at the Study Area may be detrimental to the safety and welfare of the 

community thereby requiring redevelopment to better serve the Township; and 

WHEREAS, prior Resolution 203-23 adopted on April 17, 2023 by the Mayor and Township Committee 

authorizing the Planning Board to conduct a preliminary investigation to establish a condemnation 

redevelopment area for a similar Study Area is hereby rescinded in its entirety. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Township Committee of the Township of 

Middle, County of Cape May, State of New Jersey as follows: 

1. The Planning Board is hereby directed to conduct a preliminary investigation to determine whether 

the Study Area, or any part thereof, if applicable, is a Condemnation Redevelopment Area according 

to the criteria set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5. 

2. The Planning Board is hereby directed to prepare a report of its findings and once completed, the 

Planning Board is directed to transmit the report to the Township Committee of the Township of 

Middle for their review and approval in accordance with the provisions of the Local Redevelopment 

and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq. 

3. Resolution 203-23 adopted on April 17, 2023 is hereby rescinded in its entirety.  

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.  

Exhibit A 

 

Block Lot(s) 

1434 1–4, 6–15, 17 

1436.01 2, 4.03, 5.01, 5.02, 6 

1438.01 3, 4 

1441 1–5 

1447 1 

1450 1, 3–9, 11–13 

1464.01 1, 2, 9, 10 

1468 3–5 

1480 1–7 

1484 1 

1485 1, 2, 8 

1490 1–3 

1491 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 

1503 1–3 

1507 1–3 

1508 1–4 

1509 1–3 

1510 1–4 

1511 1 

1512 1–3 

1513 1–4 

1523 5, 6, 9 

 

Mayor Leusner explained area to be included in the redevelopment designation area. He stated he hopes 

that getting some parcels developed will be beneficial to the Township.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



21. ENGINEERS REPORT: 

 

 

 

22. PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

John Lauricella, Cape May Court House, spoke of excitement regarding the Police Department 

promotions.  

 

David Robinson, Cape May Court House, requested a traffic survey on Route 9 between Shell Bay 

and Johnstown Lane due to the residents and businesses in the area and the current speed 

allowance on the road. He continued on the discuss the accidents in the area. He requested that 

double yellow lines be added to the area, the speed limit be reduced to 25mph, the area become a 

no jake break zone and that sidewalk and curbing be added to the area as well.  

 

David Robinson, Cape May Court House, then asked for a new homeless policy on the relocation 

of homeless individuals. He stated that he heard if there is a section 8 housing anywhere in the 

State that it can go to a homeless individual for housing but if they refuse than they can be placed 

under arrest. 

 

Mayor Leusner discussed an article formally put out regarding homeless policies in Middle 

Township that reference an “Idaho Model” which the Township did not adopt. He then explained 

the partnership the Township has with Volunteers of America (VOA) which helps in assisting 

homeless individuals to seek housing however they are not utilized to track down individuals to 

lock up but to provide assistance and resources to these individuals to provide different options to 

help them and try to get them on a better path. He reiterated that VOA has been amazing in 

assisting individuals and he is upset that the State may take away the funding that allows for this 

partnership.  

 

David Robinson, Cape May Court House, stated he was in agreeance with the Idaho model and 

supports requiring people to obtain housing.  

 

Mayor Leusner reiterated need for the VOA and the assistance they provide. 

 

 

David Robinson, Cape May Court House, asked about business registration requirement.  

 

Mayor Leusner explained concerns from business owners regarding enforcement to revoke a 

business’ license. He further explained the Township will not utilize the requirement to revoke the 

“license”. 

 

Matt Rooney used dog licenses as a reference to a similar registration requirement. 

 

David Robinson, Cape May Court House, discussed required fee and frustration of him having to 

complete the application and upload documents and being charged the fee. He stated he believes 

the fee is unreasonable.  



 

Mayor Leusner explained the process is more than just “hitting a button”. He advised the 

requirement takes new software, employees time and more and that most other municipalities have 

had a business license requirement for many years at much larger costs. The stated that the 

Governing Body believes the $75.00 fee was reasonable compared to other towns especially 

considering what the process requires. He further reiterated that this registration is due to 

requirements through the State.  

 

 

Vince Conte, Cape May Court House, asked about advantage that condemnation has on the 

development designation investigation.  

 

James Maley explained there have been various reasons as to why many of these properties have 

not been utilized, such as owners who are no longer there anymore. He further explained different 

instances where eminent domain comes in beneficial.  

 

Vince Conte, Acorn Lane, asked how the community is protected during the eminent domain 

process. 

 

James Maley explained the eminent domain process is very extensive and further explained the 

process. He stated the statutory amendments done years ago require the Township to establish 

these areas early in the process to provide availability for it to be challenged and proven a 

property is not in need of redevelopment.  

 

Mayor Leusner explained that 99% of the properties in the redevelopment area are commercial 

properties. He then discussed establishment process of determining their areas.  

 

 

James Pennington, Rio Grande, asked if it was necessary to utilize eminent domain if these 

properties are tax delinquent.  

 

James Maley explained difference between in-rem foreclosure and condemnation redevelopment.  

 

 

David Robinson, Cape May Court House, explained concerns about Matthews Avenue and 

flooding.  

 

Kimberly Osmundsen advised that they are reviewing drainage of that area.  

 

 

Wanda Shepherd, Whitesboro, asked for a traffic review at Main Street and Route 9 intersection in 

Whitesboro.  

 

Mayor Leusner asked what her concerns are for that areas.  

 

Wanda Shepherd, Whitesboro, stated concerns that it is narrow, people making left turns and the 

length of the light. She also requested speed bums on George Street like there is on Main Street. 

 

Kimberly Osmundsen explained the only reason for the speed bumps on Main Street is the 

recreation center.  

 

Wanda Shepherd, Whitesboro, asked about Goshen Road paving.  

 

Mayor Leusner stated the road is scheduled to be paved by the County by fall of the following 

year.  

  

 COMMITTEE COMMENTS: 

 

Committeeman Gandy congratulated Katrina. He stated she was a great asset to the Construction 

Department. Advised that Shred Day would be held on May 4th as well as the Rabies Clinic. He 

explained that they were still looking for donations for the Drum Fish Tournament. He then 

advised that he is looking forward to the establishment of the Garden Club. He lastly recognized 

all the officers being promoted and congratulated them all.  

 

Committeeman Norris recognized John Oliva, of Public Works, son on his 100th career strikeout 

and how great of an achievement that was. He then discussed opening day of little league and 

recognized the association, parents, coaches and staff for their hard work. He continued on to 

speak of a post shared by the Garden Club seeking donations and volunteers for a project at the 

American Legion and encouraged residents to speak with the club. Next he thanked Silvia 

Lockwood that works on the Environmental Commission and worked their booth at the Earth Day 

celebration at the zoo as well as the Police Officers that worked the event as well.  Lastly, he 

reiterated that they are still seeking donations for the Drum Fish Tournament.  

 

Mayor Leusner discussed throwing the first pitch to his son during the little league opening day. 

He then discussed the Earth Day event at the zoo and the Arts and Music Festival held at Kindle. 



He echoed the comments made on the promotions made within the Police Department. He invited 

the public to attend the swearing in of the officers on May 1st at 3:30 at the Senior Center.  

 

 

Motion to adjourn meeting – 6:48 PM 

1st: Committeeman Gandy   2nd: Committeeman Norris    

Pass on Roll Call: Committeeman Gandy, Committeeman Norris, Mayor Leusner  

 

 

 

 

 

  ________________________________________ 

Kimberly D. Osmundsen, Township Clerk 

 

 

Minutes prepared by: E. Bartleson 

 

 


